
 

   

 
This is a brief summary of how the Water Systems Council and the Water Well Trust are working together 
to help pass the Water Supply Cost Savings Act, federal legislation that would require federal  agencies 
to consider water wells for supplying water to small  communities. 

 
The Need 

 
There are 52,000 community water systems in the U.S. and 81% of these (42,000) serve 3,300 people or 
less. The EPA estimates a $64.5 billion shortfall in funding to provide drinking water infrastructure for 
those 42,000 community water systems. 

 
The Solution 

 
In 2013, WSC went to work on water well legislation that was introduced in the House of 
Representatives on September 18, 2014, by Congressman Marlin Stutzman (R-IN). 

 
The “Water Supply Cost Savings Act” (HR5659), or “Savings Act”, is aimed at reducing the cost to 
federal, state, and local governments in providing quality drinking water to millions of Americans living in 
rural or isolated communities by promoting cost-effective community well water   systems. 

 
The bill would require federal agencies to consider water wells in any and all applications by small 
communities requesting federal assistance. 

 
The Proof 

 
In 2010, the WSC created the ‘Water Well Trust’, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization with two primary 
goals: 

 
1. To provide clean, sanitary drinking water to those in the United States who don’t have access. 
2. Construct and document small community (<3,300) water systems using water wells to prove 

that these systems are more economical. 
 
In 2012-13, the Water Well Trust completed two small water well projects using federal, state, and WWT 
donated funds. WWT also set up financing for the well recipients to pay back a portion of the donated 
funds. The proven financing capability of the Water Well Trust was instrumental in 2014 to help meet 
requirements to secure a $140,000 USDA grant. 

 
In 2014, the Water Well Trust completed its third project in Ben Hill County, GA, replacing an entire water 
system for a small community. Engineering estimates to replace the existing, failed water system in Ben 
Hill County were in excess of $600,000. The Water Well Trust replaced the system with donated WWT 
funds and county funds for just over $81,000 -- an 86%  savings! 

 
The Future 

 
Moving forward, the WWT will continue to work with government agencies replacing failed or   failing 
water systems using wells. WSC will continue working on a grassroots effort to promote the Savings Act 
and obtain Congressional support for this important  legislation. 
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