
Dear Representative __________, 
 
On behalf of (insert company name, location, type of business, and number of 
employees), I am writing to request your co-sponsorship of the ‘‘Water Systems 
Cost Savings Act,’’ or ‘‘Savings Act.’’ The bill, H.R. 3533, was introduced in the 
House by Rep. Richard Hanna (R-NY) and Rep. Jim Cooper (D-TN). 
  
This legislation provides communities of 500 or less residents with critical 
information on the use of water wells and water well systems to deliver high 
quality, affordable drinking water.   
  
As you may know, (insert state) has almost (insert number) households that 
depend on drinking water from wells.  As smaller communities look to improve or 
expand their drinking water delivery systems, one alternative is to consider 
community wells which are often more cost-effective than traditional “pipe and 
water tower” systems.  These small communities often have very limited financial 
resources, and utilizing well-water systems for their drinking water needs could 
save them a significant amount of money. 
  
EPA’s most recent Drinking Water Needs Survey placed the shortfall in drinking 
water infrastructure funding for small communities at $64.5 billion.  The Savings 
Act will encourage the smallest of these communities to consider less expensive 
drinking water systems supplied by wells that could save taxpayers billions of 
dollars in infrastructure costs.  This simple, non-controversial legislation has 
three key components: 
  
•         It establishes a Drinking Water Technology Clearinghouse where the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary of 
Agriculture will disseminate information to small communities on cost-effective, 
innovative, and alternative drinking water delivery systems, including systems 
that are supported by wells. 
•         When applying for a Federal grant or loan, a small community would self-
certify that it has considered a water supply system sourced by publicly owned 
wells. 
•          EPA and USDA would prepare a report to Congress detailing the 
effectiveness of the Clearinghouse as well as any cost savings to the Federal 
government as a result of the Savings Act. 
  
This simple approach can help provide high quality drinking water at a lower cost 
-- a win-win for small communities and the taxpayer.  And, it will stretch limited 
federal dollars in the EPA and USDA drinking water grants and loan programs. 
  
Sincerely, 


