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Dear Well Owners Network Member:

It's almost fall y'all! That means it is time to prep your water well for the cooler
months ahead! We have covered all the details in this newsletter to help you
protect and maintain your well system.

So continue reading and as always, if you have questions regarding these
topics, if you can't find what you're looking for, or if you have any other
guestions on wells and well water, the wellcare® Hotline can help! Contact the
wellcare® Hotline at 888.395.1033 or www.wellcarehotline.org. We chat live
now!

Don't forget to like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter for extra tips,
industry news, and more!



http://www.wellcarehotline.org/
http://www.wellcarehotline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/wellcare-Well-Owners-Network/374427625577
https://twitter.com/wellcarewon
http://www.wellcarehotline.org/
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Let's keep the theme going!

Maintain Your Wellhead



http://www.ngwa.org/Events-Education/groundwater-day/Pages/default.aspx
https://youtu.be/gNsyQiHmJpM
http://www.ngwa.org/Events-Education/groundwater-day/Pages/default.aspx

Consider purchasing a fiberglass driveway marker to identify your well's
location during fall and winter months.

Well Location & Surface Drainage

When landscaping around your well or siting a new well, make sure the top of
the well sits at least one foot above the ground. Slope the ground down and
away from your well for proper drainage (see image below).




Good: The well is high in the landscape so
surface water drains away from the wellhead; little
chance for contamination.

Fair: The well is on level ground; moderate
chance for contamination by surface runoff.

Poor: The well is poorly located on the landscape;
surface water runoff may move toward the well
with a high chance for contamination.

Ensure Clean Drinking Water

Some common household activities can actually threaten the quality of your
drinking water. Even small spills of pesticides, fertilizers, or fuels near your well
can seep into the ground and contaminate the water.

Avoid mixing or using pesticides, fertilizers, herbicides, degreasers, fuels, or
other pollutants within 100 feet of your well. When siphoning water for these
tasks, be careful to avoid back-flow into the well system.

Conduct a quick visual check for activities that might threaten to enter your
drinking water system at or near the wellhead which may include the following:
septic tanks, lateral fields, cesspools, pit privy, chemical storage areas,
machinery maintenance areas, waste piles, lagoons, sewers,

underground storage tanks for chemicals, fertilizers, or petroleum products,
above-ground tanks for chemicals, fertilizers or petroleum products, animal
pens or feedlots, and manure storage areas.

If your existing well is located near these activities, you may need to test your
water quality more often than once a year. Try to move the risky activities away
from your well. Check that your well is located on your property according to
standards set by the state, county, or locality. These regulations are designed
to protect the integrity of your water supply.

You should also inspect and pump septic systems on your property as often as
recommended by your local health department or septic service, usually at
three to five year intervals. Failing septic systems can leach contaminants into
the water supply.




For more information on protecting your wellhead:

Contact the well contractor who installed your well. Or, find a well contractor in
your area by looking in your local telephone directory. Many states maintain
lists of licensed or registered well contractors. Most states also have state
water well associations, state well driller associations or state groundwater
associations that maintain a list of contractor members.

Contact your local or state health department or environmental agency, your
state water well or groundwater association or the wellcare® Hotline to find out
where you can obtain a list of well contractors.

Test Your Water

You should test your well water immediately if you have no recent test results
or any record of previous tests. It is recommended to test for a minimum of
bacteria every year. Also, test annually for nitrates if you live in an agricultural
area or have an on-site septic system. You should test your water if you notice
any change in the taste, color, or odor of your water.

Testing may be warranted more than once a year in special situations such as
someone in the household is pregnant or nursing, there are unexplained
illnesses in the family, your neighbors find a dangerous contaminant in their
water, there is flooding near your well, or there has been a spill of chemicals or
fuels into or near your well.

Contact your local health department, cooperative extension office, private
testing laboratory, or state environmental agency for additional water testing
guidelines and for test kits.

We also provide a 'Water Testing by State and Province' page that links to
each state/province information on well testing including laboratory listings.



http://www.wellcarehotline.org/
https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/water-well-help/water-testing-by-state/




Mark Your Calendar!

SepticSmart Week 2017 is
September 18-22!

This annual event focuses on educating homeowners
and communities on proper septic system care and
maintenance. Find out about SepticSmart Week.

Join the effort and learn the Top 10 Ways to Be a Good Septic Owner. If you
have questions or concerns about your septic system contact your septic
service or your local health department and view our information sheet on
Septic Systems.



https://www.epa.gov/septic/septicsmart-week
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-08/documents/septicsmart_top_10_flyer_final_508.pdf
https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/download/wellcare_information_sheets/basic_well_information_sheets/Your_Septic_System_2014.pdf
https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/download/wellcare_information_sheets/basic_well_information_sheets/Your_Septic_System_2014.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/septic/septicsmart-week

Protect Your Well from the Cold

As colder weather sets in, you should make every effort to prevent the risk of
freezing pipes. Frozen pipes become blocked with ice and as water backs up
and freezes they will most likely burst. Both hot and cold water pipes can
freeze, so it's best to protect both.

You can insulate your pipes with foam rubber sleeves or fiberglass insulation,
wrapping the insulating material around the pipes. For extra protection in the

areas of your home that are not heated, such as a crawl space, basement, or
garage; pipes may be wrapped with special heating strips and then wrapped

with outer insulation. For assistance, contact a plumber in your area.

In areas where freezing occurs on a regular basis, a pitless adapter can be
attached to your well casing to provide a frost-proof seal between the casing
and the water line running to your home. This device protects the water

from freezing and permits convenient access to the well and well components
without having to dig around the well.

Ask your water well professional if your well is equipped with a pitless adapter
or if one can be installed in your well. If a pitless adapter can be installed,
confirm your water well professional is using an adapter that has been tested to
meet industry standards. PAS-97(2017) is an industry standard for pitless
adapters. A list of components that meets this standard is available on

the

For more information on protecting your well from the cold, contact your
water well professional or the

Coming Soon!
New Brochure: A Quick-Guide for Well Owners



https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/resources/well-standards/
http://www.wellcarehotline.org/

A Quick-Guide
for Well Owners

Simple Tips on Caring For Your
Water Well

-
Published by
Water Systems Council

- -

Hear about it first; add us on these Social Networks...
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Do you have questions
about your well or well

water? welicare.

We can help! Contact the wellcare® Hotline H@TLI N E

at 888.395.1033 or www.wellcarehotline.org.

View previous newsletters and our Well Owner's Manual!

Water Systems Council, 1101 30t St., N.W., Suite 500, Washington, DC 20007


https://twitter.com/wellcarewon
https://twitter.com/wellcarewon
http://www.wellcarehotline.org/
https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/well-owners/won-newsletter-archive/
https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/water-well-help/well-owners-manual/
https://www.facebook.com/wellcare-Well-Owners-Network-374427625577
https://twitter.com/wellcarewon
http://www.wellcarehotline.org/

