


“An Analysis of Existing 
Mandatory Hookup Legislation.”

“An Analysis of Mandatory Hookup Law – Cases and 
Statutes,”

(See Water System Council’s Information Sheet on Dillon’s Rule for more 
information at )





Table 1. Level of Government Authorized by Enabling Legislation
This table covers the 23 states that enable mandatory water connection ordinances through a state 
statute. 









TABLE 2. The State of Mandatory Connection Laws
This table shows whether a state imposes mandatory water and/or sewer connection.  



TABLE 3. Breakdown of Mandatory Connection Laws
This table categorizes each state by its mandatory connection laws and, where applicable, 
indicates whether a state mandates connection by case law or statute.





Benefits to Consumers and Localities 



State Plumbing Codes 
 



TABLE 4.  Plumbing Code by State



602.1 General.

602.2 Potable water required

602.3 Individual water supply.

602.3.1 Sources.

602.3.2 Minimum quantity.

602.3.3 Water quality.

602.3.4 Disinfection of system.



602.3.5 Pumps.

602.3.5.1 Pump enclosure.



(See Appendix 1.) 



ALABAMA

Without limitation, contracts may 
require owners to connect their properties with gas, water, or sewer mains or other utilities in the 
streets in front of, at the rear of, or otherwise adjacent or near to their properties prior to the paving 
or final paving of roads on which their properties front.

(italics added)

Spear v. Ward

Id



ALASKA

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS
City of 

Mountain Home v. Ray

Id Branch v. Gerlach



CALIFORNIA

Freeman v. Contra Costa County Water District,

Id

Id

City of Glendale v. Trondsen

COLORADO



To compel the owner of premises located within the boundaries of any such district, 
whenever necessary for the protection of public health, to connect such owner’s premises, in 
accordance with the state plumbing code, to the sewer, water and sewer, or water lines, as 
applicable, of such district within twenty days after written notice is sent by registered mail, if such 
sewer or water line is within four hundred feet of such premises

(italics added)

Clare v. Florissant Water & Sanitation District

Risen v. Cucharas Sanitation 
& Water District,



CONNECTICUT

Smith v. Old Lyme Zoning Board of Appeals

Id

Id

DELAWARE



Siegfried v. State Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

Id

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

shall be connected with said sewer



(italics added)

FLORIDA

by ordinance and to pre- scribe 
reasonable regulations requiring all persons or corporations living or doing business within said 
area to connect

(italics added)



Requirements for mandatory connection to available potable water systems in areas of known 
contamination, wherein the department may prohibit the permitting and construction of new 
potable water wells. (italics added)

State v. City of Miami

Id

GEORGIA

City of 
Midway v. Midway Nursing Convalescent Center, Inc

Id

Id



Hummings v. City of Woodbine
Hummings

Id

Wall v. City of Athens Wall

City of Midway

Id

 
Ashley v. City of Sandersville

City of Hawkinsville v. Clark



HAWAII



IDAHO

Lindstrom v. District Board of Health Panhandle District

Id

Schmidt v. Village of Kimberly

ILLINOIS
Village of Algonquin v. Tiedel

 
Tiedel. Buffalo, Dawson, Mechanicsburg Sewer Commission v. Boggs

City of Nokomis v. Sullivan

Id



INDIANA

Hobbs v. City of South Bend
Wright v. Clay Tp. Regional Waste District

IOWA

a city may 
order the property owner to make, repair, or relocate such connections

(italics added)

Seymour v. City of Ames

Id



KANSAS

Id Note that Attorney General Opinions are not binding upon courts, but 
merely advisory.

KENTUCKY



Barnes v. Jacobsen

City of Louisville v. Thompson



LOUISIANA

 
may compel owners to connect with water mains or provide other means for flushing 
purposes. (emphasis added) 

Caddo Parish Sewerage Dist. No. 7 v. Reeves Falgout v. St. Charles 
Sewerage Dist. No. 3

Fristoe v. City of Crowley

Id

MAINE



MARYLAND
Board of Health of State of Maryland v. Crew

Id





Harlan v. Town of Bel Air

MASSACHUSETTS

Padden v. Town of West Boylston

Town of Uxbridge v. Travers

MICHIGAN

City of Gaylord v. Maple Manor Investments



Butcher v. Grosse Ile Township

Bingham Farms v. Ferris

MINNESOTA
State v. Waughtal

Waughtal

Nubbe v. City of Waverly



MISSISSIPPI
Lepre v. D’Iberville Water & Sewer District

Id

d

Croke v. Southgate Sewer District

MISSOURI



Moats v. 
Pulaski County Sewer District No. 1

MONTANA
Town of Ennis v. Stewart

Id

Ennis

NEBRASKA



Eckstein v. Lincoln

Id

NEVADA



NEW HAMPSHIRE 



NEW JERSEY
 

Kusznikow v. Township Council of Township of Stafford

Stern v. Halligan

NEW MEXICO
Stennis v. Santa Fe



City of Sunland Park v. Macias

NEW YORK 



NORTH CAROLINA

Blevins v. Denny

Id



City of Lumberton v. United States Cold 
Storage, Inc.



McNeill v. Harnett 
County,

NORTH DAKOTA

OHIO



Require the owner of any premises located within the district to connect the owner’s 
premises to a water resource project determined to be accessible to such premises and found to 
require such connection so as to prevent or abate pollution or protect the health and property of 
persons in the district.

(italics added)

Robertson v. Village of Mt. Gilead

Wyatt v. Trimble Township Waste Water Treatment District



City of Columbiana v. J&J Car Wash, Inc.

Clarke v. Greene County 
Combined Health District

Bakies v. City of Perrysburg

OKLAHOMA

OREGON

City of Eugene v. Nalven

PENNSYLVANIA



Herbert v. Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania

Id



Pennsylvania Statutes Annotated Title 53 § 57707 (2000)

Citizens v. Personal Water Rights v. Borough of Hughesville  
Herbert v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,  
Johnston v. Township of Plum Creek Sharp v. 
Conewago Township Vernon Township Water Authority v. Vernon 
Township

Sharp
Vernon Township

Greenfield Township Municipal Authority v. D.R. Burket Trust



Matter of Chesapeake Estates 
Partnership

RHODE ISLAND
Mill 

Realty Associates v. Crowe

D’Ellena v. Town of East Greenwich

 
SOUTH CAROLINA



Every county governing body is authorized to adopt regulations with respect to the use of its 
water and sewage facilities, including regulations requiring connection thereto of properties to 
which such facilities are available. (italics added)

City of 
Columbia v. Shaw

SOUTH DAKOTA

Verry v. City of Belle Fourche



Brant Lake Sanitary District v. Thornberry

TENNESSEE



to connect such building

 (italics added)

Loggins v. Lightner

TEXAS



UTAH

Rupp v. Grantsville City
Rupp

Id

VERMONT

VIRGINIA



Except in counties which are 
not otherwise authorized, a locality may require the connection of premises with facilities 
provided for furnishing water;

(italics added) 





McMahon v. City of Virginia Beach

Id

Id Weber City Sanitation Commission v. Craft

WASHINGTON 



WEST VIRGINIA

Kingmill Valley Public Service District v. Riverview Estates Mobile Home Park, Inc

Buda v. Town of 
Masontown

WISCONSIN



WYOMING



Stern v. Haligan

Id

Shrader v. Horton

Weber City Sanitation Commission v. Craft

Durigan v. Sanitary District No. 4-Town of Brookfield

Id



Myers v. Village of Alger

United States Supreme Court

Hutchinson v. City of Valdosta

Hutchinson
Hutchinson

Id



MISSOURI

NEW HAMPSHIRE

GEORGIA






