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CDC to Use WSC's Well Disinfection Information

Washington, DC (March 30, 2009) — The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) plans to use Water
Systems Council's (WSC) wellcare® information sheet on
well disinfection as the basis for its updated guidelines on
the topic. WSC has produced 76 information sheets on
different topics concerning wells, well maintenance, well
water testing and treatment, water quality, well components
and potential ground water contaminants. New topics are
added every year.

wellcare® information sheets are intended to educate well
owners, home buyers, realtors, mortgage companies and
others on topics such as well maintenance, well water
testing and treatment, water quality, well components and
potential groundwater contaminants. They can be
downloaded FREE from the WSC website at
www.watersystemscouncil.org or can be obtained through
the wellcare® hotline at 888-395-1033. Staffed by WSC,
the wellcare® Hotline is a free, friendly service that
answers any questions on wells and well water. It can also
be reached at www.wellcarehotline.org.

wellcare® information sheets and the wellcare® Hotline are both components of WSC’s wellare® program

wellcare® information for you about

Disinfecting Your Well

Chlorination dninfects your wel by destroging unhealthy bacteria and microor garisms
and removing dissalved ron, manganese and hydragen sulfide. It can be managed
easily a1 home with comman household bleach

Shock chiorination uses concentrations of chlorine that are 100 to 800 times the amount
found in municipal water supplies. The highly chlorinated water is held in the pipes of
your wall gystem before it is flushed out and the system |s ready again for use.

When to Chlorinate Your Well

ou should test for bacteria each year, usually in the spring. or if there b any change in
the taste, color or odor of your drinking water. Any positive test result requires
diainfection

But ther well malntenance activities can alie threaten your water supply. Chiarinate
your well when
+  the well is new. Chiorinate before using.
+  the well has been repaired, reconstructed. or new pumps or pipes have been
addid to the water system.
*  the well has been flooded or exposed 1o bacterial contamination in another
manner, such as a crack in the well cap.

How to Use Shock Chiorination to Disinfect Your Well

Chiorine granules, tablats and liguid chloring in the form of househeld bleadh can all be
uned to diinfect your well. Don't une stabilized vaimming pool chiorine products or
nan-chiarinated “pocl shack* prodiscts, as they are not effective enaugh to dean your
drinking water

Follaw directions on the package of granules and tablets. With househald bleach, try to
e a new botthe of bleach, as it can loose potency over time. Alw, don't use perfumed
bleach, as 1t bs nat healthy 10 ingest the scented ingredients

Step1  Determing the well diameter, This information shoukd apgear on the wall
Yo, Meassure how misch wates i standing in the borehole of the well

Step2  Prepare asolution using unscented Bquid household bleach or chlocine
granudes. Chiarine pellets are nat recommended becaise they do nat
disalve quickly enough

The tables included in this information sheet will help you to caloulate how
much liquid chlarime Beach you will reed, baved on th depth of your well
Tabde 1 applies to drilled wells, and table 2 applies to dugbored wells. Other
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that offers important information, technical support , training and educational activities to ensure safe

drinking water for the 42 million Americans who depend on wells for their drinking water supply. wellcare®

is the only program of its kind and has been successful since its inception.

WSC is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the wider use of wells as modern and

affordable safe drinking water systems and to protecting ground water resources nationwide. It is the only
national organization solely focused on individual water wells and other private well-based water systems.
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